
After two or three years of 
returning from walking in Wales 
with a sun tan we seem to have 
used up our bonus points and 
our Dolgellau trip only offered 
occasional short bursts of sun. 
Still we enjoyed our energetic 
ascents and the sheep had ample 
lush green grass to munch on the 
hillsides.

Back home in Reading we were 
greeted on a couple of nights by 
the radiant colours of STEVE, 
(Strong Thermal Emission 
Velocity Enhancement), no me 
neither. Probably yet another 
effect of global warming I fear 
which seems to be gathering 
pace by the month. Still it's nice 
to know that as we get blown 
away and drowned by the waters 
of the typhoon we shall have 
bright colours to say farewell 
with. (Incidentally, Typhoon is a 
phonetic imitation of the 
Cantonese word meaning Big 
Wind. Whereas Monsoon comes 
from the Arabic word Mausim 
meaning Season of Winds. Could 
be useful for our Thinking 
Ramblers' Quiz?)
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Please send walk offers  
for next quarter to 

Dave Edelman 
david.edelman51@gmail.com  

Before 28th February 2025 

Please send articles for 
inclusion in the next issue to  

Di Story 
distory1@gmail.com 

Before 4th March 2025

Chat from the chair
Delayed on your journey to the 
start of a ramble? It is of course 
caused by the inability of ‘Them’ to 
stop digging up the roads. But 
now it is rapidly worsening. This 
is caused by a new virus infecting 
the local population and is 
increasingly addictive. It is called 
FOMOTJ24, (Fear of Missing Out 
of Traffic Jams 2024). As soon as a 
new hole is dug motorists social 
media their followers who then 
rush to join the jam because they 
can't bear not to be part of the 
scene. For the New Year just 
Google www.JoinAJam25 so that 
you don't miss out on the fun.

Have you booked for our Isle of 
Wight trip in March yet? It is one 
of the sunniest parts of the 
country, just what we need after a 
winter of Dunkelflaute, (trust the 
Germans to have a word for 
"Dark doldrums, no sun, no 
wind").  Be sure to read up on 
Alfred Lord Tennyson before you 
come and bring your binoculars 
to spot the immigrant dinghies 
heading for our golden sands.

Happy Rambling in 2025. 

Tom

Affiliated to The Ramblers Association, The Chiltern Society and HF Holidays

DON'T FORGET 
the AGM  

on Saturday 18th 
January 2025 

At St. Peter's Church Hall, 
Church Road, Earley, 

Reading RG6 1EY
(in the upstairs room)
SEE AGENDA ON 

PAGE 8

Subscriptions are due on 1st March 2025 
Please use the form on page 10 to renew your membership

http://david.edelman51@gmail.com
http://distory1@gmail.com


Winter 2025 ￼2

Club Holidays for 2025
Enquiries/Bookings to Hilary Dewey on 01491 680 261, mob 07747 047 078, email: hilarydewey@yahoo.co.uk.

For online bookings please send Hilary an email stating your requirements.
Please pay deposit or balance by on line banking: Reading Rambling Club.  

Sort Code 08 92 99, Account 65274075,  Include your name and the online payment reference.
If that is not an option please phone Hilary.  

She will take booking on the phone and give details for Cheque payment.
Cheques can be made out to Reading Rambling Club

Accommodation will be at the Freshwater Bay 
House, owned and run by Holiday Fellowship.  
4 nights on full board basis with Dinner, Bed and 
Breakfast and Packed Lunches (on the 3 Full Days)

The Isle of Wight was a favourite place for Queen 
Victoria. Freshwater House is situated south of 
Freshwater village and overlooks the Bay so has 
wonderful sea views.

Walks will be led by the knowledgeable HF guides 
and there will be a choice of 3 different walks each 
day to cater for all abilities. Walks will include 
Tennyson Down, the multi coloured sands of Alum 
Bay, the needles and Mermaid Rocks. On one day a 
coach will take us to walk another part of the Island.

Price £429 pp.
Supplement for Premium rooms £20 pppn 

Superior room £25 pppn

Price does not include travel/ferry across 
to the island but hopefully we can share 
transport. Further details when available

Balances due  
by end January/1st week Feb 2025  

Ref:  Wight 

Accommodation may still be 
available on request. Contact Hilary

SPRINGTIME on the ISLE OF WIGHT 
 Tuesday 1st April to Saturday 5th April 2025 - 4 nights

Accommodation will be in the historic Thorns Hall, a 
Grade 2 listed Manor House with an interesting 
history just outside the Cumbrian market town of 
Sedburgh, famous for its cobbled streets, school and 
bookshops. (England’s book town 2003) and the 
Fairfield Mill craft and heritage centre.

The house is owned and run by Holiday Fellowship. 
4 nights on full board basis with Dinner, bed and 
hearty Breakfast plus packed lunches on 3 days.

Walks in the Yorkshire Dales National Park, the 
Howgill Fells and local areas will be led by HF 
leaders with a choice of easy to harder grades.

Optional evening entertainment after dinner.

Price £614 pp.
Supplement for Premium rooms £20 pppn 

Superior room £25 pppn

Price does not include travel but 
hopefully transport sharing  

can be arranged.  
Further details when available

Deposit £75 
due in January 2025 

Ref:  Dales 

AUTUMN in CUMBRIA and the YORKSHIRE DALES 
 Monday 13th October to Friday 17th October 2025 - 4 nights

mailto:hilarydewey@yahoo.co.uk
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The beautiful Dolserau Hall, a 
former Victorian Manor 
House, is situated at the 
southern end of Snowdonia 
National Park. It has been 
tastefully modernised but has 
kept the traditional features of 
the era, including stained glass 
windows and a sweeping 
staircase and, weather 
permitting, the garden and 
grounds have stunning views 
across the valley to the summit 
of Cadair Idris.  

After a warm welcome of tea 
and scones, we were 
introduced to the three walk 
leaders who would accompany 
us over the following three 
days. We were given details of 
three walks for the following 
day. Each were graded 
according to degree of 
difficulty. After settling into 
our rooms, we had the 
opportunity of a short walk 
round the grounds before 
dinner. The three courses, all 
looked appetising and were 

served by smiling and helpful 
staff. (Don’t imagine that you 
will lose a few pounds during 
this walking holiday. The food 
is too good)! The Reading 
Rambling members shared 
tables with like minded walk 
enthusiasts, getting to know 
each other before the walks the 
next day.  
Each day followed the same 
pattern, choosing the walk best 
suited to each person, picking 
up a lunch, and meeting outside 
the Hall. We were usually 
picked up by a mini-bus or 
coach to transport use o the start 
of each walk. The evenings had 
some form of entertainment 
from quizzes to skittles. RRC did 
not win the quiz but the scores 
were close and we were gallant 
losers! However, one of our 
members saw glory in the 
skittles competition, winning a 
very attractive thermos. Well 
done Rex!  
On the last evening our three 
walk leaders complimented 

the way our group mixed and 
made welcome other 
individual walkers  

Unfortunately, there was one 
injury on the second day. Pam 
fell over putting out her hand 
to save herself. Her injury 
resulted in a visit to 
Aberystwyth Hospital in the 
middle of the night. 
Fortunately, the x-ray showed 
no break, although the wrist 
was very swollen and bruised. 
Pam was very stoic throughout 
her trauma.  

It is always a joy to stay with 
people who share a love of 
outdoors. Getting to know 
fellow walkers can be 
enlightening and entertaining 
at times. For example, who 
would have thought an electric 
toothbrush charger was a 
useful item to have in your 
rucksack prior to climbing a 
Welsh hill! There is one piece 
of information I would like to 
impart. I do not advise 
throwing a ball off the top of a 
hill to a couple of keen dogs. 
They might not come back!  

As always, our thanks go to 
Hilary for organising such a 
lovely Autumn Break. Also, 
thanks go to our three walk 
leaders who were professional, 
helpful and fun. Sadly, the HF 
have decided to close Dolserau 
Hall at the end of the year. A 
great pity as it is such a lovely 
hotel in a beautiful part of our 
country. 

Tina Gusterton 
(continued overleaf)

Holiday Report - Dolserau Hall, September 2024
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This was an 8.5 mile walk on 
very tough terrain of hard 
sedimentary rock covered with 
heather. The conditions were 
wet which made progress on 
foot more challenging. It was a 
very steep ascent of 1850 feet. 
The leader, Tim, chose not to 
follow the easier route via the 
Roman Steps Pass! Although I 
always like a challenge, I 

realised I had overreached 
myself early in the walk. 
Despite my trusty sticks I 
managed several falls, one a 
quite painful landing on the 
small of my back. However, 
our excellent leader provided 
just the right support and 
encouragement throughout our 
journey. The lunch break was 
behind a very tall stone wall 

which kept out the cold wind. 
Even the sun chose a short 
appearance. The descent was 
equally as tricky due to the 
rain and slippery surface. We 
eventually walked through the 
village of Llanbedr to end up at 
the Victoria Inn for a well-
deserved drink.

Tina Gusterton

The day 1 walk for me was the walk from the house to Foel 
Offrwn (meaning Oblation or Sacrifice Hill), then on to Old 
Precipice Walk. All the walks were on the the Nannau Estate 
which dates back to 11th century. It was established by Cadwgan, 
a descendant of the Prince of Powys. The Precipice Walk is one of 
the famous attractions of Dolgellau. But the main attraction of the 
walk is the incomparable view down the Mawddach Estuary and 
the principal mountain ranges of Snowdonia. 

John Cahill

Day 1 Walk 1 The Precipice Walk

Day 2 Walk 3 The Ascent of Rhinog Fawr 

… and a Jolly Good Time was had by all
Some of our members enjoying the Christmas meal at Badgemore Park Golf Club who, once again,  

provided an excellent meal and as well as top service



Winter 2025 ￼5

Walks General Information

Wed 1st January - Collins End - 6 miles. Meet at 10.30 opposite or beyond the Old King Charles Head at 
Collins End/Goring Heath  RG8 7RL SU664788 highlight.snaps.manage  Walk though Gutteridges 
Wood, Nuney Green, Path Hill and the Almshouses. Bring packed lunch. 
Hilary Dewey 07747 047 078

Sat 4th January - Whitchurch Hill - 5 miles. Meet at The Sun at Whitchurch Hill at 10.00 am Use Pub car 
park  RG8 7QP, SU644792, broadcast.skin.finishing  Snack break along the way and refreshments at the 
end. Please text me if you want to be part of Table Booking. Vyv and Buddig James 07771 877 456

Wed 8th January - Ashenbury Park - 5 miles. Meet 10.30am Ashenbury car park.  RG5 4RX, SU772741, 
yard.cares.shielding  Walk across the Park to the Lodden Nature Reserve - returning across Alder Moor. 
Tom Harrison 01189 882 515 M: 07483 227 836

Programme of Walks January - March 2025

PRE-WALK CHECK LIST 
• Walk details – check start time, location and estimated distance from the walks programme. 

Take a note of the walk leader’s mobile phone number in case you need to contact them.·Leader’s 
phone must be charged up and ON ready to receive such calls.

• Make a final check of walk details on the website if available.
• Parking – Leaders  Identify/locate car park accurately. Is it free of charge? - if not, expected fee.
• Car share – consider if you can share a car with other members.
• Clothing – take adequate warm or waterproof clothing for the forecast weather conditions.  You 

are likely to be out of doors for several hours
• Food – you are advised to carry some food and drink. On Wednesday walks there is usually a stop 

for a picnic lunch along the way. A packed lunch is recommended for longer weekend walks.
• Footwear – good boots help to prevent slipping and give support to the ankles.

WALKS START LOCATIONS 
The location  of walk start points are now given as Postcode, Grid Reference and what3words. 
To use the postcode with a satnav app: 
1. Click on the postcode. Google maps opens directly.
Please be aware that postcodes cover a significant area especially outside of built up areas and will not necessarily 
lead exactly to the walk start point. 
To use the what3words codes with a satnav app: 
1. Click on the what3words for the walk. what3words webpage opens.
2. Select “Navigate”
3. Select your preferred satnav app 
To use the grid reference with a satnav app: 
1.	 Click on the grid reference for the walk. Streetmap opens showing the start point. 
2.	 At the bottom of the map, find the text “Click here to convert coordinates” 
3.	 Click on the word “here”. A list of alternatives is displayed 
4. 	Copy the numbers from the line “Lat, Long (WGS84)” 
5.	 Paste the text into Google maps

https://maps.google.co.uk/maps?q=51.504533336373285,-1.0439983743440402
http://streetmap.co.uk/map?X=466450&Y=178833&A=Y&Z=110
http://www.what3words.co.uk/highlight.snaps.manage
https://maps.google.co.uk/maps?q=51.508819171278276,-1.0738657780333936
http://streetmap.co.uk/map?X=464371&Y=179283&A=Y&Z=110
http://www.what3words.co.uk/broadcast.skin.finishing
https://maps.google.co.uk/maps?q=51.46106324761354,-0.8894470305224884
http://streetmap.co.uk/map?X=477250&Y=174150&A=Y&Z=110
http://www.what3words.co.uk/yard.cares.shielding
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Sat 11th January - Nuffield and Swyncombe - 7 Miles Approx. Meet 10.00 at Nuffield Holy Trinity 
Church.  RG9 5SR SU667873, clasping.scribble.landings  Parking at church to be arranged. Walk via 
Ewelme Park, Swyncombe House and maybe a cheese scone or two at the Maker Space cafe. Packed 
lunch stop on way.  There will be hills but nothing extreme, and mud is almost guaranteed depending on 
the weather. Phil Sweeney 07808 721 551 (walk lead by Bontsi the Labrador)

Wed 15th January - Kennet & Avon Canal. Meet at Thatcham Nature Discovery Centre 10:30am  RG19 
3RP, SU507671, epic.lined.case  Walk via Kennet & Avon Canal, Crookham and Greenham commons, 
Greenham Common Control Tower visitors centre and Bull's Lock path. Lunch will be at Greenham 
Common Control Tower where there is a café serving snacks and drinks. Optional extended lunch break 
to allow time to look round the visitor centre. Dave Edelman 01189 876 268 or 07821 539 265 

Wed 22nd  January - River Kennet and Sulhamstead Bannister. 6.5 miles.  Meet 10:30 Wigmore Lane 
(not on grass verge).  RG7 5BJ SU633703 makes.smiles.festivity  Walk along waterways and lakes of the 
lower Kennet Water Park, through farmland and meadows around Sulhamstead. 
John Cahill  07842 307 742

Sun 26th January - Witheridge Hill - 7 Miles. Meet at 10.00 am car park of The Sun at Witheridge Hill  
RG9 5PF, SU696840, leotard.snuggled.ulterior  Snack break along the way. No table booking ( busy 
Sunday) but likely to have refreshments at pub. Vyv and Buddig James 07771 877 456

Wed 29th January - Meet 10:30 at Mattingley church.  RG27 8LA SU735580 crew.geologist.drifters.  Walk 
round Dipley, West Green and Blackwood.  Mostly flat. Lunch stop on the way. 
Chris Jones 07754 699 160  Pam Johnson 07985 470 651 

Sun 2nd February - Checkendon - 7.5 miles. Meet 10.00 am Checkendon Car Park.  RG8 0SS SU664830 
starfish.setting.infants  Walk around Stoke Row, Garsons Farm, Woodcote Farm & Heath End.  Picnic 
lunch near end.  Sally Sinclair-Webb 07890 361 862 and Martin Eatough 07400 373 671  

Wed  5th February - Meet 10:30 Frost Folly Car Park. RG42 6EN  SU873726 grades.bake.socket  Frost 
Folly car park Wellers Lane, Warfield. Walk along country lanes and bridleways via Warfield, Brock Hill, 
Chawridge Bank, Tickleback Row.  Very flat. Picnic lunch stop.  
Dave Edelman 01189 876 268 or 07821 539 265 
Sat 8th February - Snowdrops and Tea - 7 miles. Meet 10:30am at St Botolph’s Church, Swyncombe RG9 
6EA, SU683903, outings.interviewer.boating  Park on one side of the lane leading to church. Note later 
than usual start to fit in with teatime after 2:00pm. A hilly walk via Ewelme Park, Ewelme and 
Swyncombe Downs with own coffee/lunch stop en route. Hopefully snowdrops, tea and homemade 
cakes at the end and a sale of plants, cakes, jams etc. 
Robert and Christine Hurn 01189 507 696, mobs R 07810 364 161, C (on day only) 07587 852 659

Wed 12th February - 5 miles.  Meet 10.30am at Tylemill Bridge car park - Sulhamstead  RG7 4BS 
SU627692 broken.magma.showed  Walk to Ufton Green - Padworth - Aldermaston Wharf - Return along 
Kennet towpath. Tom Harrison T: 01189 882 515 M:07483 227 836

Sat 15th February - Bury Down Ridgeway - 11 miles. Meet 10am Bury Down car park. RG20 7AZ 
SU479840 bunkers.orbited.admires. Walk along The Ridgeway and across Ilsey Down to Catmore 
returning over Hodcote Down. Tom Harrison Tom Harrison T: 01189 882 515 M:07483 227 836

Saturday 18th January - AGM

https://maps.google.co.uk/maps?q=51.581188482299595,-1.0375274248824775
http://streetmap.co.uk/map?X=466787&Y=187364&A=Y&Z=110
http://www.what3words.co.uk/clasping.scribble.landings
https://maps.google.co.uk/maps?q=51.40082642605515,-1.2725872042455992
https://maps.google.co.uk/maps?q=51.40082642605515,-1.2725872042455992
http://streetmap.co.uk/map?X=450700&Y=167119&A=Y&Z=110
http://www.what3words.co.uk/epic.lined.case
https://maps.google.co.uk/maps?q=51.428375724685736,-1.0907109085047422
http://streetmap.co.uk/map?X=463313&Y=170322&A=Y&Z=110
http://www.what3words.co/makes.smiles.festivity/
https://maps.google.co.uk/maps?q=51.551378654988376,-0.9964311786657843
http://streetmap.co.uk/map?X=469680&Y=184087&A=Y&Z=110
http://www.what3words.co/leotard.snuggled.ulterior
https://maps.google.co.uk/maps?q=51.31681465053129,-0.9460252485514264
http://www.streetmap.co.uk/map?x=473550&y=158050&z=0&sv=SU735580&st=5&mapp=map&searchp=ids
http://www.what3words.co/crew.geologist.drifters/
https://maps.google.co.uk/maps?q=51.54200138580141,-1.0439490629010777
http://streetmap.co.uk/map?X=466399&Y=183000&A=Y&Z=110
http://www.what3words.co/starfish.setting.infants/
https://maps.google.co.uk/maps?q=51.446112716532966,-0.7444719967448966
http://www.streetmap.co.uk/map?X=487350&Y=172650&A=Y&Z=120
https://what3words.com/grades.bake.socket
https://maps.google.co.uk/maps?q=51.60679184938697,-1.0152678951935838
https://maps.google.co.uk/maps?q=51.60679184938697,-1.0152678951935838
http://streetmap.co.uk/map?X=468291&Y=190232&A=Y&Z=110
http://www.what3words.co/outings.interviewer.boating/
https://maps.google.co.uk/maps?q=51.418800672642135,-1.0990261342321335
http://streetmap.co.uk/map?X=462748&Y=169250&A=Y&Z=110
http://www.what3words.co/broken.magma.showed/
https://maps.google.co.uk/maps?q=51.553318070216214,-1.3101684498971513
http://streetmap.co.uk/map?X=447925&Y=184051&A=Y&Z=110
http://www.what3words.co/bunkers.orbited.admires/
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Wed 19th February - Ikea , Calcot  - 6miles. Meet at 10:00am for an Ikea breakfast in the restaurant  , or 
10:30am (ish)  just outside for start of walk. RG31 7SD , SU649717,  dust.ideas.tribal.  
Vyv and Buddig James 07771 877 456

Sat  22nd  February. Meet at 10.30 by Bradfield Southend Primary west of Theale. RG7 6EY SU598708 
reverses.skins.afflicted There is adequate parking by the roadside. The walk is 5-6 miles, mostly level, via 
Stanford Dingley. Possibly muddy in parts. Please bring a snack. Josefina 07378 404 716

Wed 26th February - Around Greys Court 5-6 miles.  Meet 10.30 am car park at Maltsters Arms. RG9 
4QD SU726824 possible.squabbles.gymnasium  or on the roadside near the church. Walk around Greys 
Court, Greys Green and Rotherfield Greys.  Bring lunch or stop for food and/or drinks at the pub.  
Sally Sinclair-Webb 07890 361 862 and Martin Eatough 07400 373 671

Wed 5th March - Ewelme Swyncombe   6.5 Miles approx. Meet 10.30 at Ewelme Recreation Ground car 
park. OX10 6PG SU648911 lifestyle.settle.quicker  Walk across Swyncombe Downs to Swyncombe House 
and back. Packed lunch stop on way. Walk will include hills some quite steep, and would it surprise you 
the possibility of some mud depending on the weather. 
Phil Sweeney 07808 721 551 (walk lead by Bontsi the Labrador)

Sat - 8th March - Peppard - 8½ miles. Meet 10:00am Peppard Common. RG9 5JU SU709818, 
shine.verb.crate. Parking near Red Lion PH or around the green on the other side of the B481. Walk via 
Wyfold Grange, Stoke Row and Great Bottom Wood with lunch stop en route. 
Robert and Christine Hurn 01189 507 696, mobs R 07810 364 161, C (on day only) 07587 852 659

Wed 12th March - Burghfield Lock and Calcot Mill - 5 Miles. Meet 10:30 am Burghfield Lock. RG30 3JH 
SU686715  It is a circular walk just on the fringe of Reading, meandering through meadows bordering 
Holly Brook and the River Kennet passing Calcot Mill. Fairly flat but could be muddy. 
John Cahill 07842 307 742

Sun 16th March - 10.00am start from Nuffield Church 7.5 Miles. RG9 5SR SU667873 
sock.stall.precluded 7.5 miles, via Newnhamhill Bottom, Oakingham Bottom, Ipsden Heath and 
Handsmooth. Colin Cottell Mob: 07979 195 077

Wed 19th March - Silchester 5 miles. Meet Silchester village car park.  RG7 2ND SU627621 
abstracts.broadens.blunt  Walk to the amphitheatre (your chance to audition, so have your Shakespeare 
quote ready), and walk across the town of Calleva Atrebatvm.  
Tom Harrison 01189 882 515 M: 07483 227 836

Sun 23rd March - Littlewick Green & Ashley Hill 7.5 miles. Meet 10.00 am Littlewick Green.  SL6 3RA 
SU839800 televise.static.empty.  Park either around the green near the Cricketers pub or at car park 
opposite side of green.  Walk via Ashley Hill, Warren Row, Cockpole Green, Bowsley Hill and Knowl 
Hill - maybe hilly! Bring lunch and/or Cricketers pub at the end.   
Sally Sinclair-Webb 07890 361 862 and Martin Eatough 07400 373 671.

Wed 26th March - Nuffield 6 Miles Approx. Meet 10.30 at Nuffield Holy Trinity Church RG9 5SR 
SU667873, clasping.scribble.landings  Parking at church to be arranged. Walk via Ewelme Park, 
Swyncombe House and maybe a cheese scone or two at the Maker Space cafe.  Packed lunch stop on 
way.  There will be hills but nothing extreme, and mud is almost guaranteed depending on the weather.  
Phil Sweeney 07808 721 551 (walk lead by Bontsi the Labrador)
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https://maps.google.co.uk/maps?q=51.441011177006764,-1.0669213110306854
http://streetmap.co.uk/map?X=464949&Y=171748&A=Y&Z=110
http://www.what3words.co/dust.ideas.tribal
https://maps.google.co.uk/maps?q=51.43349837724809,-1.1404265967802998
http://streetmap.co.uk/map?X=459850&Y=170850&A=Y&Z=110
http://www.what3words.co/reverses.skins.afflicted/
https://maps.google.co.uk/maps?q=51.535476133717125,-0.954637442327218
https://maps.google.co.uk/maps?q=51.535476133717125,-0.954637442327218
http://streetmap.co.uk/map?X=472603&Y=182359&A=Y&Z=110
http://www.what3words.co/possible.squabbles.gymnasium/
https://maps.google.co.uk/maps?q=51.61571273475436,-1.0649184350683705
http://streetmap.co.uk/map?X=464840&Y=191179&A=Y&Z=110
https://w3w.co/lifestyle.settle.quicker
https://maps.google.co.uk/maps?q=51.531110071855814,-0.9785678946974717
http://streetmap.co.uk/map?X=470950&Y=181850&A=Y&Z=110
http://www.what3words.co/shine.verb.crate/
https://maps.google.co.uk/maps?q=51.438795391060495,-1.0137189106938913
http://streetmap.co.uk/map?X=468650&Y=171550&A=Y&Z=110
https://maps.google.co.uk/maps?q=51.58106699714112,-1.0380639833338847
http://streetmap.co.uk/map?X=466750&Y=187350&A=Y&Z=110
http://www.what3words.co/sock.stall.precluded/
http://www.what3words.co/sock.stall.precluded/
https://maps.google.co.uk/maps?q=51.35496770558643,-1.1002497871821586
http://streetmap.co.uk/map?X=462750&Y=162150&A=Y&Z=110
http://www.what3words.co/abstracts.broadens.blunt/
https://maps.google.co.uk/maps?q=51.512836617225894,-0.792774442129154
http://streetmap.co.uk/map?X=483871&Y=180014&A=Y&Z=110
http://www.what3words.co/televise.static.empty/
https://maps.google.co.uk/maps?q=51.581188482299595,-1.0375274248824775
http://streetmap.co.uk/map?X=466787&Y=187364&A=Y&Z=110
http://www.what3words.co.uk/clasping.scribble.landings


Winter 2025 9

Please bring this agenda to the Annual General Meeting 
READING RAMBLING CLUB 

Affiliated to the Ramblers Association, Chiltern Society and HF 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING, SATURDAY 18th January 2025 

St. Peter’s Church Hall, Church Road, Earley, Reading RG6 1EY 
Commencing at 2.30 pm (doors open 2.00pm). 

Please note the meeting will take place in the upstairs room. 

Parking available adjacent to the hall, with overflow car park 50 yards eastwards. 
Nearest bus stop is outside the Three Tuns public house. 

AGENDA 
1. Chairman’s opening remarks.
2. Apologies for absence.
3. Minutes of 2024 AGM – Résumé of Minutes attached.
4. Matters arising.
5. Walks Coordinator's Report.
6. Holiday Coordinator’s Report.
7. Treasurer’s Report and statement of accounts.
8. Membership Secretary’s Report.
9. Newsletter Editor's Report
10. Website Report.
11. Election of officers and committee members (see note 1).
12. Motions of which notice has been given (see note 2).

13. Any other business.

Note 1 item 11

a) Please contact the Secretary (see below) if you wish to nominate somebody as a committee member;   
The nominee’s agreement should first be obtained. All committee members are willing to stand and this 
will be proposed, seconded and voted on at the meeting. Hilary Dewey is resigning as Holiday 
Coordinator and Marion Hodgson assisted by Di Story will take over the role.

b) The following persons are willing to stand for a further year: Chairman: Tom Harrison; Treasurer: 
Marion Hodgson and Holiday Coordinator; Membership Secretary: Jane Sellwood; Newsletter Editor: 
Di Story; Joint Secretaries: Martin Eatough, Sally Sinclair-Webb, Committee Member with particular 
responsibility for the website: Vyv James, Committee Member and Walks Coordinator: Dave 
Edelman, Committee Member: Hilary Dewey

Note 2 Item 11

Please contact the Secretary concerning any official proposal that you wish to have included on the AGM 
agenda.  There will also be an opportunity to raise issues from the floor.

The Secretaries can be reached at: 8 Blythwood Road, London N4 4EU, 07890 361 862 or 07400 373 671 
Email: sally.sinclair-webb@sky.com & barnd00rs@yahoo.co.uk 

AFTER THE MEETING there will be the usual refreshments (coordinated by Christine Hurn) for which 
members are invited to bring a contribution – sandwiches, savouries, cakes, mince pies and the like – whether 
bought or home-made. Tea, coffee and soft drinks will be provided free of charge. 
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Resumé of AGM Minutes - 20th January 2024 
1. Chairman’s opening remarks.  Tom Harrison greeted those present in several different languages 

respecting our diversity.  29 members signed the attendance register. 
2 Apologies for absence.  Apologies were received from Rose Burgess, Janet Busby, Joyce Childs, Mary 

Ede, Pauline & Tim Humphries, Jacky Ricks-Brown and Dave & Nicky Sayer. 
3. Minutes of the 2023 AGM.  The minutes of the 2023 AGM were agreed.
4. Matters arising.  None.
5. Chairman’s Annual Report.  See above. 
6. Walks Coordinator's Report  There were 82 walks offered during 2023. 41 on Wednesday and 41 on 

the weekends. 34 walks were led by just 4 leaders.  44 walks are now documented in the library on 
the club website.   The Club continues to look for new walks leaders.

7. Holiday Coordinator’s Report.  Hilary Dewey reported successful trips to HF at Selworthy near 
Minehead and Whitby in September  The club has booked again with HF at Abingworth Hall South 
Downs for end of March 2024 and Dolserau Hall, Dolgellau for the September 2024.

8. Treasurer’s Report and statement of accounts.  The Club made an operating loss of £628 during the 
year.  We continue to use half of our subscription income as Charity contributions and see no reason 
not to continue this to the future.  The Committee decided to reduce our Building Society funds by 
£1,000 by making donations of £500 each to two local charities Thrive and Reading Food Bank.  The 
balance sheet shows that we continue to be in good shape with more than adequate reserves for the 
expected needs.  The membership fee to continue at £9.00 per person.

9.  Membership Secretary’s Report.  The club currently has 92 paid up members. There were 11 non-
renewals sadly including 2 deaths but there were 16 new members. There are 20 life members.

10.Newsletter Editor's Report
Nothing new to report.  Any articles etc for inclusion in the Newsletter should be sent to Di.
11 Website Report.  Website continues to expand with new and additional content. Di Story is now  

Newsletter Editor, Dave Edelman, Walks Coordinator and Vyv is Website Editor.
12. & 13. Changes to Constitution & Standing Orders and Election of Officers and Committee 

Members members. Due to changes of secretary, treasurer and programme secretary new posts were 
created and the Constitution and Standing Orders needed to be changed. This was proposed and 
seconded by Bob and Jane.

14.Motions of which notice has been given.  None.
15.Any other business
Christobel raised the issue of dogs on walks. Tom said dogs are welcome on suitable but and owners 
should control them and follow guidelines for livestock and road safety. Colin apologised for cancelling 
a walk at the last minute. Members were asked to check the website and emails before setting off.

Have you got walking gear and clothing that you don’t want but is too 
good to throw out?  Too big, too small, wrong colour etc. Bring it to the 
AGM on Saturday 20th  January.  It may be just what someone else is 
looking for.

Donations to Berkshire Vision, a local charity providing support and 
activities to visually impaired children and adults.

Anything unsold can be reclaimed or it will go to a charity shop.  If you 
would like to put on a label with a suggested price that would be helpful.

Hilary Dewey.

DONATE 
YOUR 

GEAR AT 
THE AGM
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COMMITTEE CHANGES 
  

Hilary Dewey is standing down as Holiday co-ordinator. 
It is proposed this role be taken by Marion Hodgson  

assisted by Di Story for research purposes. 
  

Please contact the current secretary with any nominations, nominee’s agreement, 
proposer and seconder are required. 

Current Secretaries:  
Sally Sinclair-Webb and Martin Eatough  

8 Blythwood Road, London N4 4EU 07890 361 862 & 07400 373 671 
Email:  sally.sinclair-webb@sky.com & barnd00rs@yahoo.co.uk

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL FORM 
  

The annual subscription is due on 1st March and is now £10.00 per person. 
To simplify administration please use only this form to renew your membership leaving the on line form 

for new applications. Existing members only need to complete a renewal form if personal details  
have changed eg. email address or phone number

To pay on line use Sort Code 08 92 99, Account 65274075,  
include the online payment reference SUBS.

 

READING RAMBLING CLUB MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL/APPLICATION 
1st March 2025 to end February 2026 

To:  Membership Secretary: 17 Adwell Drive, Lower Earley, Reading RG6 4JY.
T: 0118 931 0219, E: readingrambling@gmail.com.

Subscription = £10.00 for each individual renewable in March each year.
Please accept my/our application for membership of Reading Rambling Club.

I enclose cash [    ], cheque (payable to Reading Rambling Club)  [    ] for £ ............ 

I will pay by online banking [    ]  For online payment use ref:  SUBS.

Name:  ............................................................................................ Tel:  ....................................... 
Name:  ………………………………………………………………….. Tel:  ....................................... 
Address:  …………………………………………………………………………………………………... 

…………………………………………………………………………… Post Code:  ………………….. 

1st e-mail address:  ........................................................................ Mobile:  ………………………. 
2nd e-mail address:  ....................................................................... Mobile:  ................................. 

I give Reading Rambling Club permission to store my data and to contact me regarding 
RRC activities.    [    ] 
I am willing to receive my Newsletter by email   [    ]           I am willing to offer lifts   [    ] 
Please include SAE for return of your membership card.
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